
 

 

/hbb9/¢95 aLb5{ 
The Teaching and Learning Newsletter from  TKAT ESSEX 

 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ aƛƴŘǎ is all about pedagogy. Nothing more and nothing 

less!  Here you will be informed, inspired and most of all made to 

think...hard.  

 

Packed full of all the great work which happens across TKAT Essex.  

/hbb9/¢95 aLb5{  gives insights into what makes classrooms (and 

gyms, and labs and fields, and workshops and drama studios) effec-

tive. It is full of news and feature about how each school within 

TKAT Essex is developing teaching.  

 

This term has been as busy as ever with each school developing 

slightly different aspects of their teaching but all under the umbrella 

of making students really ñthinkò.  

 

Hylands have been developing the way in which they ñConnectò with 

students as soon as they come in so that they are forced to think 

from the start of the lesson. King Harold have been experimenting 

and working on ñthinking devicesò such as ñConversionò  and 

ñdesirable difficultiesò while Debden Park High School have been 

further developing students resilience, reflection and inquisitiveness. 

 

At the heart of each school is an unrelenting focus on teacher learn-

ing and the development of ñwhat worksò. Through Debden Minds, 

Hylands Ignite and KHA cognition sessions along with learning 

communities staff collaborate to;  think, design and implement 

teaching practices which will impact significantly on student learning 

and achievement.  

 

Collaboration between the schools has already begun and will con-

tinue to develop over the coming years. Rather excitingly the Joint 

Professional Learning day on the 6th November will be an oppor-

tunity for the three schools to join together in order to look at the 

challenges of ñExpanding Mindsò 

 

Enjoy reading, any comments or questions please direct to  

 

Ian Tilbury  

itilbury@dphs-tkat.org  

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΥ  

Find out : 

 

Ý How and why  King Harold have cre-

ated a ñThinking Houseò  

 

Ý How Debden Park uses a Venn Dia-

gram to focus pedagogy on  

 

Ý How Hylands are inspiring and chal-

lenging students from the very start of 

lessons  

 

Ý How staff at King Harold are develop-

ing their practice  

 

Ý How a teachers display  on meta-

cognition at Debden Park High 

School has become an internet hit  

 

Ý How a display using Mcdonalds Chip 

boxes can foster students meta-

cognition and help with feedback 

 

Ý How changing a marking stickers lan-

guage can improve student respons-

es to feedback  

 

Ý Changing when change is hard: How 

Trade Cards can keep your teaching 

alive 

 

Ý How Hywel Roberts can you help stu-

dents learn accidently   

 

Ý Next issueðWant to be in it? 

 

    Issue 1: 2017 

ñWhen teachers stop learning, 
so do studentsò 
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Take a look at King Harold's ñThinking Houseò.  What a great way 

to think about the most effective things to develop teaching! 

Research by  Professor John Hattie has 

shown that time and again  Meta-cognition, 

Feedback, Peer Tuition and Collaborative 

learning are very likely, if done well, to have 

the largest impact on student learning and 

achievement!  

 

King Harold staff have been developing their 

expertise at getting student to think ñmeta-

cognitivelyò for example by  

Using a the desirable difficulties of  

ñTransformò ñReduceò and ñPrioritiseò  

So, for example you would 

use these when students 

are studying any contentð

this increases the difficulty 

but really makes students 

think... 

If you want more information on 

these thinking devices and ways 

to help student remember through 

desirable difficulties the book to 

read is ñMake it Stickò by Brown, 

Rodiger and Mcdaniel.  



 

 

Similar to King Harold, Debden teachers have been work-

ing on what has been shown to have the largest impact 

on student learning. They have been developing how 

they make students more; Resilient, Reflective and In-

quisitiveò 

 

They have been doing this by working on the Activate 

phase of the Accelerated Learning Cycle   

 

The Venn diagram left is like King Harold's ñThinking 

houseò it helps focus all teachers on the pedagogical 

aims of the school. 

Debden has been trying out a new Feedback sticker as part of a new revised and 

improved marking and feedback policy: 

The purpose of the new sticker is to make is 

clear and obvious what student have been suc-

cessful with ñYour successesò and then instead 

of ñEven better ifò the language has changed to 

ñYour stretch and Challengeò  

 

The idea of this language change is to put 

more responsibility onto students. This  cou-

pled with students and staff encouraged to use 

different ways of responding to feedback 

(Corrections, Reflections, Redraft, others)  this 

already have a positive impact.  

Staff are reporting that it is easier, and more 

effective, and they are getting better responses 

from students.  

 

 
Among many techniques being devel-

oped to make the activate more active 

Debden Park staff have been inspir-

ing and activating student through 

ñTeacher in Roleò week  

In English for example students had to 

question the ñPolicemanò and ñMrs 

Lyonsò from Blood Brothers.  


